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Population Growth

2000 Census 2001 Est. 2002 Est. 2003 Est. 2004 Est. 2005 Est. 2006 Prelim.
Madison Population 208,054             210,377      213,679      215,697      217,935      221,735      223,280              

Citywide Vital Signs

Employers and businesses rely on the local population to provide workers and consumers. Rapid
population growth typically indicates strong local job market and a healthy economy. 

From the 1970 Census through the 2000 Census, Madison’s population grew approximately 21%,
which matched the state’s rate of growth.

The Wisconsin Department of Administration (DOA) provides annual estimates of the state’s municipal
populations. These estimates are based on several indicators that are symptomatic of population
growth. At the municipal level, they are housing unit changes, vehicle registrations, and the number of
tax filers and dependents.

According to preliminary DOA annual estimates, Madison’s population in 2006 was 223,280. This is
about ten times the size of Sun Prairie, which is the next largest municipality in Dane County. Madison
is approximately one-third the size of Milwaukee making it the second largest city in the state. It is
about twice the size of the next largest Wisconsin city – Green Bay.  

According to DOA annual estimates, no Wisconsin municipality grew more from the 2000 Census to
2006 than Madison. (Madison gained 15,226 residents. Sun Prairie was second with 4,811.) During
this time, Madison added an average of 2,538 residents per year. Using the average household size
from the 2000 Census, this equates to about 1,160 new households per year.
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Population Growth Indexed to 2000

2000 Census 2001 Est. 2002 Est. 2003 Est. 2004 Est. 2005 Est. 2006 Prelim.
Madison 100.0 101.1 102.7 103.7 104.7 106.6 107.3
Statewide 100.0 100.7 101.7 102.4 103.2 104.0 104.7
"Next Nine" 100.0 100.3 101.1 101.4 101.7 102.3 102.5
Milwaukee 100.0 99.8 99.8 99.7 99.5 99.3 98.9
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Madison Statewide "Next Nine" Milwaukee

Indexed population growth helps compare a municipality's relative growth to its peers or region.
Indexing simplifies the changes in numerical values over a period of time. A reference point is
established and relative changes are compared to that figure, typically 100. For example, an index of
105 means there has been a 5% increase since the reference point; an index of 95 means a 5%
decrease. Indexing is a better portrayal of long-term growth or decline than percentage change
because it represents cumulative change. For example, annual percentage change could be 5% one
year and 2% the next. Both reflect positive growth, but the second year appears to be a loss in spite of
population gain.  In other words, growing at a slower rate from one year to the next is still growth.

According to DOA annual estimates from 2000 to 2006, Madison's indexed population growth has
exceeded those of Milwaukee, the next nine largest Wisconsin cities and the state as a whole.
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