
Checklist for Establishing Dog Parks 
 
1. A call or letter is received by the Parks Division expressing interest in establishing a dog park in a 

particular area. 
 
2. Explanation is given to individual – 

a. Contact Alder and indicate interest in establishing dog park at -----name of park and ask 
for Alder’s support. 

b. Alder sends out Survey to adjoining neighbors of proposed park and the neighborhood at 
large and to the appropriate Neighborhood Association(s) to determine interest. 

c. If the proposal is coming from the Neighborhood Association, the n.a. could send out the 
survey or go door to door to ask residents to complete the survey. 

d. Results are tabulated by either the Alder or Neighborhood Association and sent to the 
Park Commission with their request.  Results should include number of surveys mailed, 
number returned, etc. 

 
3. Request to establish the dog park is placed on Park Commission Agenda for discussion and 

recommendation.  The Park Commission has the option of referring it to the Fees, Programs and 
Facilities Committee for initial recommendation.   

 
4. If Fees, Programs and Facilities votes in affirmative, the Park Commission normally accepts the 

recommendation and also approves the request.  The City Attorney then drafts an ordinance 
revision to include the new dog park. 

 
5. If the request is for an off leash dog park, determination of the area to be enclosed is made.  

Check with Parks Division about total cost for fencing, dog waste removal, etc. 
 
6. The Dog Permit Account provides funding for fencing and other amenities.  Kiosks, picnic 

tables/benches and trees may also installed.  Daily and annual dog park permits will then be 
available for sale at the kiosks.  Pet Owners can also purchase annual permits at locations 
throughout city. 

 
 
Note:  If the proposed area is an abandoned landfill, trees cannot be planted due to the capping of the 

landfill. 
 
 


