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The Open Meetings Law

ÁSecs. 19.81 - 19.98 of the Wisconsin 
Statutes

ÁSec.3.71 Madison General Ordinances

ÁSupplemented by Administrative 
Procedure Memorandum (APM) 3 -13.

ÁOCA offers more in -depth training + 
resources on OCA webpage

Á https://www.doj.state.wi.us/sites/default/files/dls/open -
meetings -law -compliance -guide -2010.pdf 



Purpose of the Law

òéa representative government of the 
American type is dependent upon 
an informed electorateé [therefore] 
the public is entitled to the fullest and 
most complete information 
regarding the affairs of government 
as is compatible with the conduct of 
governmental business.óSec. 19.81(1), Wis. 

Stats.



Purpose of the Law

Ô The public is entitled to observe not only the actions 

taken by a public body but also who is trying to 

influence that body and the information the body is 

relying upon. 

Ô Thus, this law applies to sessions where no action will 

be taken, i.e., purely informational gathering and/or 

discussion.



What Constitutes A 

òMeetingó?

TWO FACTOR TEST

Engagement in governmental business.  

Discussion/debate , information gathering, 

public hearings, or decision making 

AND

Sufficient number of members present that 

can determine the �E�R�G�\�·�V���F�R�X�U�V�H���R�I���D�F�W�L�R�Q
on the subject under discussion


