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Public Information Meeting
Madison, WI



This meeting is being recorded. It is a public record subject 
to disclosure.

By continuing to be in the meeting, you are consenting to 
being recorded and consenting to the record being released 
to public record requestors.
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A once-in-a-generation 
opportunity to shape 

the future of Madison’s 
urban waterfront.



New possibilities

Transform Law Park to make it a 
Signature Park for the City… 

Madison Design Professionals 
Workshop and UW Madison Civil 
and Environmental Engineering

Key 1: Celebrate the 
Lakes!

Lake Monona Design Challenge



We are grateful to be selected 
        to envision the future of Madison’s waterfront…



With great attention,
and support from the Madison community…



Guiding Principles
Madison LakeWay

Madison LakeWay:
Guiding Principles



What we proposed...



What we proposed...



Lake Lounge

Community 
Causeway

Olin 
Overlook

Law Park Ledge

Phase 1



Madison LakeWay:
Phase 1



Phase 1 Scope

“ Following the Lake 
Monona Waterfront Design 
Master Plan Refinement 
(Master Plan), Sasaki will 
initiate the Lake Monona 
Phase 1 Improvements. 

The primary goal is to take 
the approved Master Plan 
into schematic design, 
design development, and 
public engagement.”



https://www.cityofmadison.com/engineering/proj
ects/john-nolen-drive#:~:text=Project%20Sched
ule&text=The%20process%20began%20in%20
2021,inform%20preliminary%20and%20final%2
0designs

Public realm design

Coordinating with…

Phase 1 Implementation



Phase 1 Design Milestones

Review

Design Iterations

LakeWay Team Milestones 

2

50% SD 

6

DD Starts

7

50% DD

8
100% DD

4

SD 
Starts

1

PHASE 1 
SCHEMATIC DESIGN 

Documentation

           Permitting Support

PHASE 1 
DESIGN DEVELOPMENT 

3
100% SD PIM #1

PHASE 1 
CONSTRUCTION 
DOCUMENTATION

9

PIM #2 TBD

Interagency Team Monthly Meeting
X     X     X             X            X                   X     X      X            X            X

JND Reconstruction Project Timeline

X

90% 
Design

X

100% 
Design

John Nolen Drive Reconstruction Project 
Construction (Schedules To Be Determined)X

PIM

Bid 
Late 2026

Schedules To Be Determined

            Design Coordinations

Review/VE

Design Iterations

Documentation

Spring 2027 
Construction

PIM Support



Madison City Parks
Phase 1 Client

Sasaki
Prime 

Consultant 

Graef

Civil, Lighting & 
Electrical

Moffatt & 
Nichol 

Marine & Coastal 
Engineering

Freer Design 

Landscape 
Architect Advisor

Zebradog 

Branding & 
Wayfinding                                                                                             

Casey Brown 

Artist Consultant 

Interagency Team
Monthly Progress 

Updates

Phase 1 Design Team

City Engineering
JND Reconstruction 
Project Coordination

Madison LakeWay 
Partners

Project Updates

Workshops/
PIM / Presentations

Phase 1 Teams



Sketch sessions, design & coordination calls

Design Team Calls Lighting, Stormwater, Canopies, 
Permitting Calls & Meeting Feedback

JND Design Calls  & Meeting 
feedback

…



Design Updates



Curves are the natural and native forms
 in landscape, in waves, and in local culture



Balancing between the practical linear forms, 
and waves of paths with crest and trough
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John Nolen Drive

N. Shore Dr. 

Story Walk and Public Art Opportunities

Capitol View Pier & Plaza 

Boardwalk with Seating 

Shaded Seating Steps

Trail for All Speeds

Boardwalk / Fishing 

Transient Kayak Deck

Seating Area  (Stormwater Management Observation Area)

Bike Rack  (Potential Storage)

Native Street Trees  - Preserving View Corridor towards Downtown

Wave Protected Vegetated Shoreline

Stormwater Demonstration / Infiltration Zone
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view to the Capitol/Hamilton Pier
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Phase 1 - Illustrative Plan
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Story Walk 
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Phase 1 



Design Opportunities

Paths Along Water Deck with View Boardwalks

Trails for All Speed Native Planting and Swale Resting Area

Boardwalk Seating



Study Area 1: Boardwalks

Study Area 1: 
Boardwalks, nodes and fishing pier

Study Area 2: 
Capitol View Pier, kayak dock and 
fishing pier



Boardwalk and Multi-use Path Revisit 
winter usability and during high water 
level; all-season accessibility

ADA accessible Fishing Pier will be 
very valuable for the local 
community

Boardwalks - What we heard
Master Plan Feedback

● Adjusted Top of Walk Elevations to above 850
● Adjusted path widths for all-season accessibility

● Introduced accessible Fishing Area 
along Boardwalks



John Nolen Drive

Shaded Deck and Fishing Pier
Bump outs to the lake for accessible fishing 
and shaded seating area, open and vibrant 
with programs, closer to the water

Seating Area
Shaded, intimate resting areas with native 

planting and seating space, closer to the 
upland paths

Boardwalks 
Selected Design Iteration



Boardwalks
Schematic Design
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Bike Path

Pedestrian Path

Jogging Path

Seating Area
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Boardwalk Shaded Deck with Seating Area

Boardwalk / Fishing 

Shaded Area with Seating Steps

Bike Rack
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Vegetated Shoreline / Interplanted Riprap in coordination with JND Re-construction Project

Native Species Planting and Swales

Stormwater Infiltration Zone - Coordination with JND Re-construction Project

Permeable Paving Strip12
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Dock Line

Revetment
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Existing Curbline ~18’

Boardwalks Section 1
Seating Steps

Existing Topography

Bike Path

Expanded Pedestrian 

Path/Plaza

Seating Steps

Vegetated Shoreline

Permeable Paving Strip 

Stormwater Infiltration 
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Existing Site Photo



Existing Curbline ~18’

Existing Topography

1 2 3

89

Bike Path

Pedestrian Path

Jogging Path

Boardwalk

Shaded Seating Area

Fishing/Handrail with Lighting

Vegetated Shoreline

Native Planting/Swale

Stormwater Infiltration
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Existing Site Photo

Boardwalks Section 2
Shaded Deck 



Study Area 1: 
Boardwalks, nodes and fishing pier

Study Area 2: 
Capitol View Pier, kayak dock and 
fishing pier

Study Area 2: Capitol View Pier



Capitol View Pier Design  Revisit design 
and scale of the capitol view plaza

Capitol View Pier - What we heard
Master Plan Feedback

● Adjusted Design to accommodate fishing and 
resting spots on plaza

Any considerations for Kayakers 

● Adjusted Design to include a small 
area for transient kayak docking

Visual Corridor Alignment



John Nolen Drive

Scenic Deck and Fishing Pier: 
Panoramic View of Olin Park and across the 
lake, offering fishing and seating opportunities

Gathering Steps and Kayak Dock: 
Transient docking with beautiful display of 
kayaks, which also offers space for resting

Capitol View Plaza
An open platform with angled seating to 
direct views towards the Capitol as well as 
landscapes with cultural significance

Capitol View Pier 
Selected Design Iteration



Bike Path

Pedestrian Path

Jogging Path

Shaded Seating with View4

Capitol View Pier

Seating Steps with Lighting

Stacked Stone Seating

Bike Rack
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Vegetated Shoreline (Interplanted Riprap) - Coordination with JND Re-construction Project

Native Species Planting and Vegetated Swales

Stormwater Infiltration Zone - Coordination with JND Re-construction Project

Permeable Paving Strip 12
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Capitol View Pier
Schematic Design

Revetment Revetment

13 Specimen Tree

13



Capitol View Pier
Panoramic View 

Story Walk Destination
Panoramic View to the past, present and 

future of Madison City at Capitol View Pier

View towards Olin Park

View
 tow

ards Elm
side Park

View
 tow

ards Hudson Park

View towards the Capitol



Existing Curbline ~9’

1 2 3

4
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689 7

Existing Topography

Capitol View Pier Section

Bike Path

Pedestrian Path

Capitol View Pier

Shade Structure

Seating 

Handrail with Lighting/Signage

Vegetated Shoreline

Permeable Paving Strip 

Stormwater Infiltration

Specimen Tree
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Guiding Principles



Guiding Principles
Madison LakeWay

Madison LakeWay:
Guiding Principles





Create a Living Edge along 
Lake Monona’s Shoreline
Water Dialogue

Infiltration Trench

Phase 1 

John Nolen Drive

N. Shore Dr. 



Section 1

Section 2

Stormwater Strategy
Collaboration with Forestry, JND Reconstruction



Inspire Generational Stewards
Nature Dialogue

Interplanted rip rap at 
step down area

Boardwalk 
protected

rip rap 
Planting Revitalized 

fish habitat

Revitalized 
fish habitat

Boardwalk 
protected

rip rap 
Planting 

Boardwalk 
protected

rip rap 
Planting 

Native ground 
cover planting

● Maintain significant trees where possible
● Sensitivity to salt infiltration and salt spray
● Targeting net-positive canopy coverage with diverse 

species suited for context

Existing Tree

Phase 1

John Nolen Drive

N. Shore Dr. 



● Roadside Trees (Greatest Resilience)

● Parkland (Some Resilience)

Planting Strategy: 
Urban Canopy

Salt Fall Zone Greater Dilution

UP TO 12.00’

Quercus bicolor 
/ spp.

liquidambar 
styraciflua

Catalpa 
speciosa

Celtis 
occidentalis

Gleditsia 
triacanthos

Gymnocladus 
dioicus

Amelanchier 
spp. Nyssa sylvatica Platanus spp.



● Maintenance-minded

○ Survivability in roadside 
conditions

○ Reduced input needs 
(mechanical alterations, 
fertilizers and irrigation)

● Predominance of native / 
locally-adapted species for 
enhance ecological benefits

● Safety considerations for height 
and density

Planting Strategy: 
Roadsides Planting

Mown groundcover 
where best suited for 
safety and visibility

Seasonally-mown 
alternative turfs for 
enhanced ecological 
benefits



N. Shore Dr. 
A Place for All to Connect 
& Be Connected
City Dialogue

Phase 1 

John Nolen Drive



Pathway Alignment
Existing Condition and Strategy

Desired path emerging 
from jogging

Biker/Pedestrian 
conflict zone

Lack of shade



5.00

Pathway Alignment - Phase 1 

Master Plan Pathway - Wider Section Phase 1 Pathway Design - Wider Section

● Expanded native planting zone between bike lane and pedestrian zone
● Introduced 6’ continuous upland pedestrian path 
● Reduced Jogging path width from 4’ to 2’ for continuous pedestrian path and 

planting zone

Jogging (2’)  + Pedestrian (6’)Expanding Planting

UP TO 12.00’



Story Walk



Starting with the Sacred Voices
Culture Dialogue

Elmside Park Mounds

Hudson Park Mounds

The Monona Mound

Madison

Monona



This project is a touch point to 
incorporate thoughts on culture 
and history of people that came 

before us.

Starting with the Sacred Voices
Culture Dialogue

Chloris Lowe Jr.
Ho Chunk Nation



Enhance Equitable 
Access to Parks
Community Dialogue

N. Shore Dr. 

John Nolen Drive

Phase 1 



Winter Community 
Activities
Community Dialogue

N. Shore Dr. 

Lake View 
Ice Boating 

Viewing

Lake View
Lake Art Viewing 

Winter Art

Winter 
Capitol View

Lake View
Winter Kiting 

Viewing

Seasonal 
Lighting

Phase 1 

John Nolen Drive



Public Art 
and StoryWalk
Culture Dialogue

N. Shore Dr. 

Phase 1 

John Nolen Drive

Lynx and Bear



Madison Marathon, November 10, 2024
Photos credit to Madison LakeWay Partners

Some of you might have seen…



Color as Wayfinding Cues
Madison LakeWay Brand Extension



Design Opportunities

Ecology Signage Paving and Story WalkDirectional Signage Special Paving Design at Key Destination

Ecology Magnifying Glasses Railing Design with City’s History Dark-sky Lighting Design



Public Art Opportunities

Eco/Natural ArtArt on PathsSmall Scale Exploratory Art Kinetic Art 

Small Scale Light related ArtSmall Scale View-framing Art Winter Art and Snow Art Local Art/Cultural Art/Communal Art

Ke-Chunk Ciiporoke sculpture 
by Ho-Chunk artist Truman Lowe



MadisonLakeWay.org

http://www.madisonlakeway.org/


Please take our survey after this presentation
❏ Survey will open at the conclusion of the meeting
❏ Survey will close on February 6, 2025

Design Review
❏ Internal review
❏ Coordination with John Nolen Drive Re-construction Team
❏ Workshops

Design Development 

A
Next Steps



A

Survey is now open, and will close on February 6, 2025.

Please take the survey here:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MadisonLakeWay

Or use the QR Code below 

       Thank you for your participation!

We would love to hear from you

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MadisonLakeWay


Thank you!




