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JOHN NOLEN DRIVE 
DOMINATES THE WATERFRONT

OBSERVATION

1.
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60’



THE LAKEFRONT TODAY

20%

80%

SITE AREA
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100’

60’

Shoreline

Dock Line

Law Park

Capital City Trail

Railroad

John Nolen Dr



1. RE-THINK JOHN NOLEN DRIVE AND 
EXPAND THE LAKEFRONT PARK AREA

30%

70%

SITE AREA
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55’

105’

Shoreline

Dock Line

Law Park

Capital City Trail

Park Boulevard.
Railroad

Expanded Law Park.

TRANSFORMATIVE STRATEGY
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SEATTLE CENTRAL WATERFRONT



SEATTLE CENTRAL WATERFRONT - BEFORE
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SEATTLE CENTRAL WATERFRONT - AFTER
LAKE MONONA JAMES
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IT’S DIFFICULT AND DANGEROUS 
TO ACCESS THE WATERFRONT

OBSERVATION

2.



ACCESS TODAY

U.S.151 

LAKEVIEW ST
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2. RE-CONNECT THE CITY TO 
THE LAKEFRONT

33%

67%

SITE AREA
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Shoreline

Dock Line

Law Park

Park Boulevard
Railroad

Expanded Law Park

Multi-modal Crossings.

Separated Use Trail.

TRANSFORMATIVE STRATEGY



BELOW GRADE TUNNEL
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TYPES OF CONNECTIONS

AT GRADE CROSSING OVERHEAD BRIDGE
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AT-GRADE CROSSINGS

SEATTLE CENTRAL WATERFRONT

SEATTLE SCULPTURE PARK

HIGH LINE CONNECTOR

CENTRAL PARK



HOUSEHOLD INCOME MAJORITY RACE

PUBLIC TRANSIT USERS AGE
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IS THE LAKE ACCESS EQUITABLE?



IMPROVE TRANSIT, 
GREENWAYS AND 
CONNECVITITY FOR ALL

CENTRAL LOOP

SOUTH LOOP
BRT ROUTES

EXISTING TRAILS

NEW LOOPS

LAKE LOOP
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CROSSINGS



WATER QUALITY MUST
BE IMPROVED FOR THE
HEALTH AND VITALITY 
OF THE LAKE
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OBSERVATION 3:
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NEGATIVE IMPACTS TO WATER QUALITY

LAKE MONONA 
WATERFRONT

LAKE MONONA

AGRICULTURAL 
RUNOFF
Nitrogen, Phosphorus

EROSION AND 
SEDIMENTATION
Suspended Solids and Sediment

URBAN 
RUNOFF
Leaf Litter, Phosphorus, Bacteria, 
Nitrogen, Legacy Chemicals, 
Thermal Pollution

Salinity



3. RESTORE NATURE AND CREATE 
ECOLOGICAL FUNCTION

50%

50%

SITE AREA
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Nature-based Shoreline.
Dock Line

Law Park

Park Boulevard
Railroad

Expanded Law Park

Separated Use Trail

Multi-modal Crossing

Shoreline Trail.

TRANSFORMATIVE STRATEGY
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BOARDWALKS

NATURE AREAS

WETLANDS

BEACHES
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THERE ARE FEW 
DESTINATIONS AND 
AMENITIES ON THE 
LAKESHORE TODAY

OBSERVATION 4:
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MEMORIAL UNION TERRACE
LAKE MONONA JAMES

WATERFRONT CORNER
DESIGN FIELD

CHALLENGE OPERATIONS



4. CREATE DRAMATIC LAKEFRONT 
DESTINATIONS

60%

40%

SITE AREA
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Nature-based Shoreline
Dock Line

Law Park

Park Boulevard
Railroad

Expanded Law Park

Separated Use Trail

Multi-modal Crossing

Lakefront Destinations.

Upland Destinations.

TRANSFORMATIVE STRATEGY



LAKE VIEWS AND VISTAS
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CAP PARK

AMPHITHEATER

PICNIC LAWN

VIEWS TO THE WATER



LAKE 
RECREATION 
AND ACTIVITY
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LAKE 
RECREATION 
AND ACTIVITY

BOATHOUSE

BOAT RENTALS AND LAUNCH

GATHERING & EVENT SPACES

WATER PLAY
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THE CITY IS GROWING 
RAPIDLY, BUT 
DEVELOPMENT DOES 
NOT EMBRACE THE LAKE

OBSERVATION 5:



ACTIVE AND RECENT 
DEVELOPMENT SITES
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Lake Mendota

LAKE MONONA JAMES

121 E. WILSON STREET

JUDGE DOYLE SQUARE
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BUILDING
FRONTAGES

Lake Mendota



5. RE-ORIENT MADISON 
TO LAKE MONONA

65%

35%

SITE AREA
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Nature-based Shoreline
Dock Line

Law Park

Park Boulevard
Railroad

Expanded Law Park

Separated Use Trail

Multi-modal Crossing

Lakefront Destinations

Upland Destinations

Waterfront Development

Active Building Frontages

TRANSFORMATIVE STRATEGY
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CAFES & RESTURANTS

SHOPS & TERRACES

DEVELOPMENT FACING THE WATER

VIEWS TO THE WATER
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THANK YOU!
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